For fear, though fleeter than the wind. 

Believes Vis always left behind. HudibraS) p. Hi* cant, 3: 

So fierce they drove, their courfers were £ofleet) 

That the turf trembled underneath their feet* Brydm* 

He told us, that the welkin would be clear 
When fwallows fleet foarhigh and fport in air* Gay, 

Ten thoufand thoufand fleet ideas 
Croud faft into the mind. Tkbmfifli Autumn . 

2. [In the hufbandry of fome provinces.] Light ; foperficially 
fruitful. 

Marl cope-ground is a cold* fluff* wet clay, untefs where it 
is \zvj fleet for pafture. Mortimer. 

3* Skimming the furface* 

Thofe lands muft be plowed fleet. Mortimer's Husbandry. 

To Fleet* v n. [plot&n, Saxon.] 

I. To fly fwiftly ; to vartifti. 

How all the other paffions fleet to air, 

As doubtful thoughts, and ram embrac'd defpair ! Shakefp* 

A wolf, who, hang'd for human {laughter, 

Ev'n from the gallows did his fell foul fleet, Shakefpeare. 

2k To be in a tranfient ftate* the fame with/fr, ^ 

Our underftanding, to make a complete notion, muft add 
fomething elfe to this fleeting and unremarkable fuperficies, 
that may bring it to our acquaintance. Digby on Bodies* 

O fleeting joys 

Of Paradife, dear-bought with lafting woes! Milt P . Lofl* 
While I liftert to thy voice, 

Chloris! I feel my life decay : 

That powerful noife 

Calls my fleeting foul away. Waller . 

As empty clouds by riling winds are toft, 

Their fleeting forms fcarce fooner found than loft. Prior, 
To Fleet, v.a* 

1. To Ikim the water. 

Who fwelling fails In Cafpian fea doth crofs. 

And In frail wood an Adrian gulph doth fleet) 

Doth not, I ween, fo many evils meet Fairy Sfueffl) b. IL 

2. To live merrily, or pafs time away lightly. 

Many young gentlemen flock to him every day, and fleet 
the time carelefly as they did in the golden age. Shakefpeare . 

2* [In the country*] To fkim milk; to take off the cream: 
whence the word fleeting difh. 

Flee'tingdish. n.fl [from fleet and dijh.] A fkimming 
bowl. 

Fle'etly, adv . [from fleet*'] Swiftly* nimbly* with fwift 
pace. 

Flee'tness, ft, f* [from fleet,] Swifmefs of courfe; nimble- 
nefsi celerity; velocity; fpeedj quieknefs* 

FLESH. n,f [ploec, jdaeyc, Saxon ; vleefchy Dutch* fi$l f Erfe.] 
i ■ The body diftinguifhed from the foul. 

As if this flejh) which walls about our life. 

Were brafs impregnable. Shakefpeare 7 s Richard IL 

A difeafe that's in my fltfh % 

Which I muft needs call mine, Shakefpeare*s King Lear , 

And thou, my foul, which turn'll with curious eye 
To view the beams of thine own form divine, 

Know, that thou can'ft know nothing perfeftly. 

While thou art clouded with this flejh of mine. Davies* 

±■ The mufclei diftinguifhed from the flrin, bones* tendons. 

A fpirit hath not flejh and bones. New TejlamenU 

3. Ariimal food diftinguifhed from vegetable. 

Flejh fhould be forborne as long as he is in coats, or at Jeaft 
'till he is two or three years old, Locke . 

j Flefljy without being qualified with acids, is too alkalefcent 
a diet. Arbuihmt on Aliments * 

Acidity in the infant may be cured by a flejh diet in the 
nurfe. Arbuthmi on Aliments . 

4* The body of beafts or birds tifed in food, diftinft from 
fifties. 

There is another indictment upon thee, for fufferingykjfr 
to be eaten in thy houfe, contrary to the law. Shakefp , H . IV, 
Wei mortify ourfelves with the diet of filh; and think we 
fare coarfely, if we abftam from the flejh of other animals. 

Brown $ Vulgar Errours . 

5, Animal nature. 

The end of all flejh is come before me* Gen . vL 13. 

6* Carnality ; corporal appetites* 

Name not religion * for thou lov'ft the flejh , Shakefl 

Falling ferves to mortify the flejh* and fubdue the lofts 
thereof Smalridges Sermons, 

y. A carnal ftate * worldly difpofition. 

They that are in the flejh cannot pleafeGod. Rom, viii, 8. 
The flejh lufteth againft the fpirit, and the fpirit againft the 
flejh, GaLv* 16* 

8. Near relation. 

Let not our hand be upon him , for he is our flejh - Gen, 

When thou feed the naked, cover him * and hide not thy- 
felf from thine own flejh * Ifa * Ivlii. 7. 

y* The outward or literal feofe. The Orientals termed the 
immediate or literal fignification of any precept or type the 
flejh, and the remote or typical meaning the fpirit . This is 
frequent in St Paul, 

Ye judge after the flfh John viiL t 5* 


To FxEsri. v.a* 

1. To initiate: from the fportfoian’s praflife of feeding his 
hawks and dogs with the firft game that they take, or train, 
ing them to purfuit by giving them the flejh of animals. 

Good man boy, if you pleafe; come, Til flejh ye. Shakefp 
Every puny fwordfman will think him a good tame quarry 
to enter znA flejh himfelf upon. Government of the longue, 

2. To harden ; to eftablifh in any praflice, as dogs by often 
feeding on any thing. 

Thefe princes finding them fo ftejlrsi in cruelty, as riot to be 
reclaimed* fecretly undertook the matter alone. Sidney, b, it. 
The women ran all away, facing only one s who was lb 
fiejhed in malice, that neither during not after the fight Ihe 
gave any truce to her cruelty. Sidnij , k ii t 

3* To glut * to fatiate- 

Harry from curb'd licence plucks 
The muzzle of reftraim; and the wild dog 
Shall flejh his tooth on every innocent* Shakefp, Henry IV. 
He hath perverted a young gentlewoman, and this night hq 
flejhes his will in the fpoil of her honour. Shakejpmru 

The kindred of him hath been fleJPd upon us* 

And he is bred out of that bloody ftraui, 

That hunted us in our familiar paths. Shakef Henry V, 
Full bravely haft thou flejht 

Thy maiden fword. Shakefpearis Henry IV. 

Fle'shbroath. n.f [flejh and breath.} Broath made by 
decodling flefli. 

Her leg being emaciated, I advifed bathing it with fl r/j- 
bnathy wherein had been decoded emollient herbs. Wijman . 
Fle^shcolour, n< fl [flejh and colour .] The colour of flefh* 

A complication of ideas together makes up the fingle com¬ 
plex Idea, which he calls man, whereof white or JNfhcolour in 
England is one. f Locke. 

A loofe earth of a pale flejhcohur , that is, white with a 
blufti of red, is found in fmaU fifluresof a brown foft ftone in 
the Skiees, a mountain in Cumberland. Woodward m Fojfds, 
Fle'shfly* n.f [flejh and fly,] A fly that feeds upon iklh, 
and depofites her eggs in it. 

I would no more endure 
This wooden ftavery, than I would fuffer 
The flejhfly blow my mouth, Shakefpeare s Tempcfl, 

It is a wonderful thing in flejlflies, that a fly-maggot, in five 
days fpace after it is hatched, arrives at its full growth and 
perfedl magnitude. Ray on the Ct eatm . 

Fle'shhook. n.f [flejh and hook,] A hook to draw flelb 
from the caldron. 

All that the flejhhook brought up the prieft took. I Sa . ii. J 2* 
Fle'shLESSp adj, [from flejh.] Without fteffa. 

Fle'shliniss. n. fl [from flejhly .] Carnal paffions or ap¬ 
petites. 

When ftrong paffions or weak JleJhlinefs 
Would from the right way feek to draw him wide, 

He would, through temperance and ftedfaftnefs, 

Teach him the weak to ftrengthen, and the ftrong fupprefs. 

Fairy ^ 'ueen , b . ii. cant. 4. flan. 2* 
Corrupt manners in living, breed falfe judgment in doc¬ 
trine: fin and flejhlinefs bring forth fefts and herefies. Afliham . 
Fle'shly. adj . [from flefh-] 

1. Corporeal. 

Nothing refembles death fo much as fleep; 

Yet then our minds themfelves from flumber keep. 

When from their flejhly bondage they are free, Denham, 
2* Carnal; lafcivious. 

From amid'fl them rofe 
Belial, the diflbluteft fpirit that fell, 

Thefenfualeft; and, after Afmodai, 

The flejhliefl incubus, Paradife Regained, k in 

3. Animal; not vegetable. 

*Tis then for nought that mother earth provides 

The ftores of all fhe (hows, and all fhe hides. 

If men with flejhly morfels muft be fed. 

And chaw with bloody teeth the breathing bread. Dryden* 

4. Human* not celeftial; not fpiritual. 

Elfe, never could the force of flejhly arm 

Ne molten metal in his flefti embrue. Fairy b- U 

What time th J eternal Lord in flejhly ftirine 
Enwombed was, from wretched Adam's line, 

To purge away the guilt of finful crime. Fairy 
Much oftentation, vain of flejhly arm, 

And of frail arms, much mftrument of war 
Before mine eyes thou'ft fet. Milton's Par . Regained, b, 
Fle'shmeat. n.f [flejh and meat.] Animal food* the ftelh 
of animals prepared for food. 

The moft convenient diet is that of flejhmmts. Fkyet r 
In this prodigious plenty of cattle and dearth of human 
creatures, flcjhmeat is rhonftroufly dear. Swfl* 

Fle'shment. n.f [fromflejh.] Eagernefs gained by a fi^' 
cefsful initiation. 

He got praifes of the king. 

For him attempting who was fdf-fubdued * 

And in the fieflmmt of this dread exploit. 

Drew on me here again. Shakefpeare* 1 King Lt&f* 

Fle^s 


F L E 

Fle%h monger, n.f [f tomfUjb J One who deals in flefli * a 
pimp. 

Was the duke a flflmonger, a fool, and a coward, as you 
then reported him ? Shakfpeure s Meafurcflr Meajure , 

Fle"sHpot. n.fl [flcjl? pot.] A veflel in which flefh is 
cooked; thence plenty, of flefti* 

If he takes away the flejbpjs, he can alfo alter the ap¬ 
petite. "Taylor s Rule flr living holy * 

Fle'shquake. n*fl[ flefh quaked] A tremor of the body; 
a word formed by John]on in imitation of earthquake, 

They-may, blood-fhaken then. 

Feel fueh a flefhquah to poflefs their powers. 

As they fball cry like ours : 

In found of peace or wars, 

No harp e'er hit the ft am* Ben. fohnfons New-Inn* 

FlfVshy. adj. [from flejh.] 

I. Plump; full of flefti; fat; mufculous. 

All Ethiopes are flejhy and plump, and have great lips; all 
which betoken moifture retained^ and not drawn out. Bacon. 

We fay it is a flejhy ftile when there is much peri phrafes and 
circuit of words, and when with more than enough it grows 
fat and corpulent. Ben . Johnfm's Difcoverus. 

The foie of his foot is flat and broad, being very flejhy, and 
covered only with a thick fkin; but very fit to travel in fandy 
places* Ray . 

2 r Pulpous; plump : with regard to fruits. 

Thofe fruits that are foflefliy, as they cannot make drink 
by expreffion, yet may make drink by mixture of water. Bacon. 
Fle'tcher. n.fl [from flede^ an arrow, French.] A manu¬ 
facturer of bows and arrows* 

It is commended by our fleichers for bows, next unto yew* 

Mortimer s Husbandry. 
Flet* participle pajfve of 7 &fleet. Skimmed; deprived of the 
cream. 

Fhey teach them to drink flet milk, which they juft warm. 

Mortimer s Husbandry. 


1 Sa. xiv, 32. 4 


Flew* Th preterite or fly. 

The people flew upon the fpoil. 

O er the world of waters HermcsyKrru, 

J ill now the diftant iiland rofe in view* Pope's Odyjfey , i* v. 
Flew, n.j. I he large chaps of a deep-mouthed hound. Hanm v 
F lew ED. adj. [from flew,] Chapped; mouthed. 

My hounds are bred out of the Spartan kind, 

So flow'd, fo fantjed, ajid their heads are hung 

Vv ith ears thatlwecp away the morning dew Shakefpeare . 

T lexaTimous adj. [fkxanitnm, Latin*J Having power to 
change the difpofition of the mind, DtSf* 

Flex jri'lit y. n, fl [ flexibility French, from flexible. ] 

1. File quality of admitting to be bent; pliancy. 

. Do the rays which differ in religibility differ alfo In 
flexibility p And arc they not, by their different inflexions, fe- * 
parated from one another, fo as after reparation to make the 

CoJ ° UrS - ri f , , Newton’s Opt. 

^oipufcles or t!ie fama fet agree in every thing; but thofe 
that are of diverfe kinds differ in fpecifick gravity, in hard- 
neft, and m flexibility , as in bignefs and figure. ' Woodward. 

facility^ C ° bC perfuaJeJ > duftility of mind; compliance! 

Advife me torcfolve rather to err by too much flexibility 
than too much perverfenefs, by meeknefs than by felf-love. 

FT F'YTRT T? t r a t Hammond s Pra£l. Catech, 

T P-Sl Latin; flexibly French.] 

W bC bCm5 n0t britC,e5 eaf > t0 be bef it; pliant; 

, When Splitting winds 

T th f Tl k " ees of knotted oaks. Sh. Troll, andCrelf. 

them bnth ^ 0ck ’S'% flow er and tie it upon a ffick, and put 
fiOwer b h? a , li0 ° f P g,afs fuU cf q^ckfilver, fo that the 

flower v ®!T!u Tu Umr or five da y® y° u fta|1 find 

cfi. } and the ltalk harder and Iefs flexible than it was. 

„ ‘kt_. ... . Bacrn’s Natural Hiftory, N°. 706 

Phocvon’w 01 1,,CX ° rabIe 5 ^plying % obfequious. 
to the Jin 0 f The pZj ^ fCVerity ’ 3nd °° ™yspxWe 

3 . manageable. ’ Bacon ' 

th extend e rTnd 7?T!v / is pUt t0 be tau S bt > d ^ing 

this Til m hk years of h,s lifc > jt fliould be one who 

4 ' 

change thafof ^oi^TfoT wcar . a . cr< J wn of thorns, than to ex- 
ftallL forced to held ° IK ° f ^ Wh ° fe chafed jkxibtenefi 
Keep thofe/lender wnl r , . Kin S Charles. 

3 dS ! vmpjb*'*"*'**■*• 

2 S i 5 . mana gcab]enefs. 

^ Jlextbleuifs of the former nart n f - m + 

grown up to be head ft iW m T. P ‘ f a man 5 a S e > n ° l yet 
neaditrong, makes it more governable. Locke. 


F L I 

Fle'xile* adj. [ficxiiis, Latin*] Pliant; eafily bent ; obfo- 
quious to any power or impulfe. 

Every flexile wave 

Obeys the blift ? th' aerial tumult Avails. ThomfonsSummer* 
Fle'xion. n.f [flexit Latin.] 
j, The adt of bending. 

2. A double; abending; part bent; joint* 

Of a finuous pipe that may have fome four -flexions, trial 
would be made. Bacon s Natural Hiflory , N°. 222, 

3. A turn towards any part or quarter* 

Pity caufeth fome times te&fs, and z. flexion or call: of the eye 
allde. Bacon's Natural Hifltny, N 

FLE'XOR . n.f [Latin.] The general name of the mu fetes 
Which a£i in contrafting the joints* 

Flatterers, who have the flexor mufcles fo ftrong tliat they 
tire always bowing and cringing, might in fome meafure be 
corredleti by being tied down upon a tree by the back. Arbuth a 
F le'x uous. adj. [ ftexuojus, Latin,] 

1. Winding; full of turns and meanders; tortuous. 

In regard of the foul, the numerous and crooked narrow 
eranies, and the reftrained flexuous rivulets of corporeal things, 
arc all contemptible, ■ T . Vigby on the Soul. 

2. Bending; not ftrait; variable; not fteady. 

I he trembling of a candle difeovers a wind, that otherwife 
we do not feel; and the flexuous burning of flames doth fliew 
the air beginneth + to be unquiet: Bactff s Natural Hiflory , 

Flexure, n.f [flexuw t jLatin*] 
i. The form or direiStion in which any thing is bent. 

Contrary is the flexure of the joints of our arms anti le^s 
to that of quadrupeds: our knees bend forward^ whereas the 
fame joint of thdr hind legs bends backward, 

The a£l of bending. 

I he elephant hath joints, but none for courtefy ; 

His legs are for ueceflity, not flexure. ShaLTroiL and CrcJL 
1 he part bent; the joint* 

His mighty flxength lies In hts able loins. 

And where xhe fl$xure of hts navel joins, Sandys, 

Obfequious or fervile cringe* 

I hink’fl thou the fiery feVer will go out 

With titles blown from adulation ? 

Will it give place to flexure and low bends ? ShdL Hen. V. 
CKER ' v * a * ifllghereft) Dutch ; pliccepmn, SaxonT 
I o flutter ; to play the wings; to have a fluttering morion. 
Under th 3 allowance of your grand afpecl, 

Whofe influence, like the wreath of radiant fire, 

On flickering Phcebus' front* Shakefpeare* s King Lear, 

’ Lwas ebbing darknefs, paft the mid' of night. 

And Phofpher, on the confines of the light, & 

Promis'd the fun, ere day began to fpring-; 


2. 


i 


1 he tunefol lark already itretch d tier wing, 

And flick’ring on her neft, made ftiort eftayAo fin&. Dry, 

Ac ail her ftretch her little wings fhe fpread. 

And with her feather’d arms embrac’d the dead; 

Then flickering to his pallid lips, file ftrove 

Fr FrT° Pf T rr kifS ’ P? l2& ^ lov «- Dnden. 

rLi er* n . fl [from fly.] 

i» One that runs away; a fugitive; a runaway* 

Cam ? ft thou from where they made the ftand ? 

--1 did ; 

Though you, it Teems, came from th e-fliers. Shak. Cymbel. 

i gates are ope, now prove good feconds! 

L JS f° r Ae followers fortune widens them, 

Not for the/^r. Shahfpeards Cmolanus. 

Now the, fliers from and forfakers of their places, carry the 
parliamentary power along with them. King Charles 

2. That part of a machine which, by being put into a more 
rapid motion than the other parts, equalizes and regulates the 
motion of the reft; as in a jack. ° 

The flier, tWt had leaden feet. 

Turn d fo quick, you fcarce could fee’t. Swift 

Flight, n.f. [from To fly.-] W "' 

1 . The a£t of flying or running from danger. 

And now, too late, he wifhes for the ft Tt, 

*&***«*■ ° **m. 

He thinks by flight his miftrefs muft be won. 

And claims the prize becaufe he beft did run Bryd Ind. Em 
As eager of the chace, the maid 
Beyond the foreft's verdant limits ftrav’d; 

Pan faw and lov’d, and, burning with defire, 

PurfuJ het flight ; her flight increas’d his fire. iV f 

2. Removal to another place. ±o t e+ 

The fury fprang above the Stygian flood ; 

And on her wicker wings, fublime through night, 

1 TheVI rfilSi ■?““ «* Xn. 

3* J ne act of uimgwmgs; volation. 

or he lo fwift and nimble was of flight, 

1 hat from lifts lower trafr lie dar’d to fly 

p to the clouds, and thence with pinions Ii ht 
To mount aloft unto the cryftal Iky. SpenfcP/Mulap tm*. 

. Winds that temper’s brew, 

T-k hen through Arabian groves they take their flight. 

Made wanton with nch odours, lofe their l\:J, Drydcn. 

^ 4- Removal 






























































































